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Martin Peiia Channel Project in San Juan Wins
UN World Habitat Award

By Caribbean Business on February 29, 2016

SI-DES

SAN JUAN — Puerto Rico-based community land trust Fideicomiso de la Tierra del Cafio Martin
Peria has won the 2015-16 United Nations World Habitat Award, which honors “innovative and
replicable initiatives” that address issues affecting human settlements. The award will be
conferred in October, during the third UN Habitat global summit, which takes place every 20
years.

The Fideicomiso de la Tierra is the first community land trust in Puerto Rico. It was created by the
residents of densely populated communities along a highly polluted tidal channel in the San Juan
Metropolitan Area as a tool to overcome poverty and achieve environmental justice. The
channel’s obstruction leads to constant flooding with polluted waters affecting the health and
safety of thousands, and its ecosystem restoration is being led by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers and the Corporacion del Proyecto ENLACE. Land Trust members collectively own 200
acres of valuable land, while also owning surface rights to the plot of land where their homes are
located.

The World Habitat Awards were established in 1985 by the Building and Social Housing
Foundation as part of its contribution to the UN. Two awards of 10,000 pounds ($13,852) are
given annually to projects that provide practical and innovative solutions to housing needs and
problems.

“We are proud to obtain this honor for Puerto Rico as an acknowledgement of what can be
accomplished through ample citizen participation and community work towards a common vision
for better living conditions,” said Carmen L. Febres-Alméstica, president of the grassroots Group
of the Eight Communities Adjacent to the Martin Pefia Channel (G-8) Inc., and member of the
land trust’s board.

In November, 2015, a team of evaluators from United Kingdom-based BSHF visited the Cafio
Martin Pefia communities and met with residents, community leaders, collaborators, and
representatives from the G-8, the Fideicomiso, and the Corporacién del Proyecto ENLACE del
Cafo Martin Pefia, which leads the implementation of the development plan for the area.

“With the support of partners and collaborators, the communities along the Martin Pefia channel
designed an innovative tool to prevent gentrification as an unintended consequence of urban and
environmental restoration projects, while addressing the lack of formal land titles through
collective ownership,” Maria E. Hernandez Torrales, the trust’s board president, explained.
“These communities have placed Puerto Rico once again as a reference point in housing
innovation.”

Leilani Fahra, UN special rapporteur on the right to adequate housing explained: “The project
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tackles a number of core elements for the right to housing such as ensuring security of tenure for overbilling

those living in informal settlements, community participation and protection of land. It recognizes SAN JUAN - Residents and

housing is a human right rather than a commodity. Women are community leaders, and the businesses have filed a...

project ensures them title to properties.” February 25,2016 0
Comments

David Ireland, BSHF executive director, added: “The empowerment of these communities is
outstanding. They have used a Community Land Trust to turn the threat of displacement of an

informal settlement into something very special-a strong and flourishing neighborhood in which ;ﬂﬁ'&"‘“ ALLIED
everybody is engaged. It is arguably one of the most democratic places on earth.” DELA ISLA Car & Truck Rental

This year’s finalists were from Brazil, Colombia, Bhutan, Malawi, and the United Kingdom.

“We expect that this award will help us consolidate support in Puerto Rico and abroad for our land
trust, and help us obtain the resources needed to ecologically restore the Cafio and finally be able
to live in healthy conditions,” concluded Febres-Alméstica.

Online: worldhabitatawards.org and cano3punto7.org.

1 Opan Waser ] Estuacins Opan Water
. Wettand Delneaion

Esnarine ForestacWetandy | § 20 10 omews
Sy Area w3 | Laiidai il
B Prerocames cfficinads Stard [T7] Paistine Emergert Wetands  Sourcer Aedal
Managed Green Araas Faiustrine Forasted /
—! ) Emergent vittards

HOMTELS PLAZA DE ORIENTE - WOO!... >

Cafo Martin Pefia  habitat UN

RELATED POSTS

UN: Stopping Zika May Central African Republic Independence Party

Boutros Boutros-Ghali, First Require Genetically Modified  Voters Seek Leader To End Criticizes Bernier's ‘Refusal’
UN Chief From Africa, Dies Insects Chaos Discuss Political Status Issue


http://cb.pr/prepa-fuel-purchase-manager-walks-out-of-public-hearing/
http://cb.pr/prepa-fuel-purchase-manager-walks-out-of-public-hearing/#disqus_thread
http://adserv.casiano.com/newadsserv/adclick.php?bannerid=280&zoneid=83&source=&dest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.alliedcarrentalpr.com
http://worldhabitatawards.org/winners-and-finalists/project-details.cfm?lang=00&theProjectID=D195A6BE-D4AE-52C7-704921754734A1A2
http://cano3punto7.org/nuevo/index.html
http://cb.pr/martin-pena-channel-project-in-san-juan-wins-un-world-habitat-award/?print=print
http://cb.pr/tag/cano-martin-pena/
http://cb.pr/tag/habitat/
http://cb.pr/tag/un/
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://cb.pr/martin-pena-channel-project-in-san-juan-wins-un-world-habitat-award/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Mart%C3%ADn%20Pe%C3%B1a%20Channel%20Project%20in%20San%20Juan%20Wins%20UN%20World%20Habitat%20Award&url=http://cb.pr/martin-pena-channel-project-in-san-juan-wins-un-world-habitat-award/&via=CaribBusiness
https://plus.google.com/share?text=Mart%C3%ADn+Pe%C3%B1a+Channel+Project+in+San+Juan+Wins+UN+World+Habitat+Award&url=http://cb.pr/martin-pena-channel-project-in-san-juan-wins-un-world-habitat-award/
http://www.pinterest.com/pin/create/bookmarklet/?pinFave=1&url=http://cb.pr/martin-pena-channel-project-in-san-juan-wins-un-world-habitat-award/&media=http://cb.pr/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/cano-martin-pena.jpg&description=The%20Leading%20Business%20Newspaper%20in%20Puerto%20Rico%20and%20the%20Caribbean
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?trk=Mart%C3%ADn+Pe%C3%B1a+Channel+Project+in+San+Juan+Wins+UN+World+Habitat+Award&url=http://cb.pr/martin-pena-channel-project-in-san-juan-wins-un-world-habitat-award/
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CNB_YqFXUVqTeKMW0mATA8pHoBr6r9oQI5veb7YgCxv34jdkDEAEgtvGbK2D3BKABnvfFzwPIAQaoAwGqBKsBT9AqGrCUpdPx9kDunRVrcaX8pHF9_CZgL6k6WCHoEwRos3IaLcv3K6phSrZ2F8Sjv1zp0787UDCs1LvBhEdWESAa5UQzvQispziS6GXzMwQh3HzijIPhDu_zNwwcEdJRKiGTzsKPSTqwG4itsb8_BIRwXuYZmFxVpJ9iS4yRnWk3Cpi0h0MoDT0dAO7BBOomFLWAIUpnNkLj0bmaXPBW4ok2k4AAciIQyeXK-gUGCCUQARgAiAYBoAY3gAeO58gxqAemvhvYBwHYEwg&num=1&cid=5GhEtIR7hgojSDuhVPjpiJmS&sig=AOD64_1BNxYynq8LOhlG6F3pgO9pxCa8yQ&adurl=http://www.travelocity.com/Hotel-Search%3FstartDate%3D03%252F01%252F2016%26endDate%3D03%252F02%252F2016%26adults%3D2%26selected%3D6022688%26olacid%3Dtravelocity-us.display.google.dr.hotel%26mctc%3D10&client=ca-pub-9046506989443582
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CNB_YqFXUVqTeKMW0mATA8pHoBr6r9oQI5veb7YgCxv34jdkDEAEgtvGbK2D3BKABnvfFzwPIAQaoAwGqBKsBT9AqGrCUpdPx9kDunRVrcaX8pHF9_CZgL6k6WCHoEwRos3IaLcv3K6phSrZ2F8Sjv1zp0787UDCs1LvBhEdWESAa5UQzvQispziS6GXzMwQh3HzijIPhDu_zNwwcEdJRKiGTzsKPSTqwG4itsb8_BIRwXuYZmFxVpJ9iS4yRnWk3Cpi0h0MoDT0dAO7BBOomFLWAIUpnNkLj0bmaXPBW4ok2k4AAciIQyeXK-gUGCCUQARgAiAYBoAY3gAeO58gxqAemvhvYBwHYEwg&num=1&cid=5GhEtIR7hgojSDuhVPjpiJmS&sig=AOD64_1BNxYynq8LOhlG6F3pgO9pxCa8yQ&adurl=http://www.travelocity.com/Hotel-Search%3FstartDate%3D03%252F01%252F2016%26endDate%3D03%252F02%252F2016%26adults%3D2%26selected%3D6022688%26olacid%3Dtravelocity-us.display.google.dr.hotel%26mctc%3D10&client=ca-pub-9046506989443582
http://cb.pr/un-announces-death-of-former-un-chief-boutros-boutros-ghali/
http://cb.pr/un-stopping-zika-may-require-genetically-modified-insects/
http://cb.pr/central-african-republic-voters-seek-leader-to-end-chaos/
http://cb.pr/independence-party-criticizes-berniers-refusal-discuss-political-status-issue/

